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$2,591,213 45, being tho amount of award to
American citizens under the late treaty with

PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE.
Fellow Citizens of the Senatt

and House of Representative!!
I congratulate you and our common const!

tueccy upon the favorable auspices under
which you meet for your first session. Our
country is at ponce with all the world. The
agitation which, for a time, threatenod to dis
turb the fraternal relations which make us one
people, 14 fast subsiding, an I a year of gone'al
prosperity aod health has crowned the nation
wtth unnsual blessings. None can look back
ic trie uangers wnicn are passed, or forward lo
the bright prospect belore ua, without feelinz
thiill of gratification, at the sometime that he

uat be impressod with a grateful anso of our
prolound obligations to a benificent Providence,
whose paternal care is so manifest IB tho hap.
ptneas oi mis nigniy lavored land.

Since the close of the Ian C.nnort rrtnttabaos and other foreigners resident in the ti
nned btates, who were more oi less concerned
in the previous invasion of Cuba, instead of be
ing discouraged by its lailuro, having again a
bused the hospitality ol this country, by nrwk
ing it the kceno of the equipment of another
military expedition against that possession rf

cf vaiuoim majesty, in wmcn tney moroennn- -

lenanced, aided and joined by citizens of the
United States. Oo receiving intelligence that
such designs were entertained, I lost no timo
in issuing such insfrtiotioos to tho proper ofli-tor- s

of i he United States as seemed to Le call-
ed for by the ocoasioo. By the proclamation,
a. copy of which is herewith submitted, I also
warned those who might bo in danger of being
'inveigled ioto this scheme, of its unlawful char-
acter, and of the penalties which they would in-

cur. For some time there was reason to hope
that theso measures had sufficed to prevent any
uch attempt. This hope, however, proved lo

be delusive. Very early in the morning- of the
third of Angus', a Mtoa.nor called tha Pampero
departed from New Orlosns for Cuba, having
on board upwards of four hundred anno J men,
with evidont intentions to make war upon the
authorises of tho islanJ. This expedition was
et on foot in palpable violating to tho laws of

the United States, is leader was a SpaniarJ
;ind several of the chief officers nn J some oth-
ers engaged in it, w eie foioigners. The per-
sons composing it howiver, were uius'ly ci i
sens of the United Stares.

Before the expedition set out, and ptobably
before it was organized, a alight insurrectionary
movement, which appoars to have been soon
suppressed, had taken place in the eastern
'quarter of Cuba. Tho imporlanoe of this
movement whs ut fortunately so much exagg-
erated in the accounts of it published in this

'country, that these adventurers seem to have
been lead to believe that tho Creole popula-
tion of the Island not only desire to thro- - off
the authority of the Mother Country, but had
resolved upon that step, and had begun a well
iTjocertrd ente rprUo for afTorting it. Tho per
aons cnagrd in the Expedition were generally
young an l ill iuf timed. The G'oainer in which
hey embaiked left New Oilcans stealthily and

v iilii sit n clc rn e. After lunching at Key
West h1i proceeded to the al of Cure, and
on the nijjht bet w t en the llih and I '.Mi of Au
gust, Unded the persons on board at Playtas,
within about twenty logue of Havann.i.

The m;in body of them proceeded to, and
took pof sesin of an inland Village, six leagues
distant, loafing Gibers to follow in (harge of
the bacgigr, as aoon as the mrans of trauspor-unio- n

could be obtained. The laitrr having
tiikea thoir line of march to connect themsel-
ves with the main body, and having proceeded
vbout four leagues in 'lie country, weio attack-
ed on tho morning of the 13th by a body of

Spanish troops, and m bloody cor diet ensued;
afior which they retreated to the place of dis
embaikatinn, where fifty of ihcm obtained boa's
and itiertin. They were, how-rve- r,

intercepted among tho Keys near the
tdiote. by a Spanish steamer cruizing on the

raj tured, and carried t Havana, and, af-

ter being examined belnro a military court,
wero sentenced tn be publicly executed; and
the eentenee was carried into effect oo the 1G

of August. x

On receiving information of what had occur-rd- ,

CVmmodorc Foxhall A. Parker was in

Ktructed to proceed in the sieam-friga'- e Saranac
lo Havana, and inquire into the chatges against
the persons executed, (ho circumstances under
which thoy wero taken, and whatsoever tefercd
to their trial and aentcnee. Copies of tho In-

structions from the Department ol State to him
and tif his letters lo that Department, are here
with subniitied.

Ac oidirg lo the lecord of the r xamination,
the prisonti all admitied'ihe offence charged
wgainst them; of beiug hostlo invaders of the
inland. At the lime of the liial and execuii--

ihe main I ody of the invaders was still in the
held, making war upon the Spanish authorities

r.d Spanish subjects Alter the hpse of home
ilays, beiug overcome by the Spaiiih troops.
tliOV dispersed on the 2tih ol Aug , Loprz,
their leader, was captured somo dags after aod
sixeeuted on the 1st of September. Many of
his remaining followers weio killed, or died of

hunger and fatigue, and the rest was made pris-
oners. Of these, none appear f have been
tried or executed. Several of them were par-

doned upoo applicatiou of their friends and
ethers, and tho rest, about one hundred and six-

ty in number, were sent to Spain. Of tho
disposition made of these we have no offi-

cial information.
Such is the melancholy result of this illegal

and expcdiiien. Thus, thoughtless
younc men have been induced, by fale and
fraudulent representations lo violate the law of
their country, through rash and unfounded

of astisting to accomplish political
revolutions in other H:are. and have lost their

'lives in tha undertaken. Too aevere a judg
rnent can hardly be passed, by the indignant
sense of the community, upon those who, be-in- s

better informed themaelvc, have yet led

away the ardor of youth and an ill directed love
f political liberty. 1 he concspondence be-

tween lH Government and that of Spain re-

lating 10 this transaction is herewith communi-
cated.

Although these offenders against tho laws
' have forfeited tho protection of their country,
yet the Government may, so far as is consistent
with its obligations to other countries, and, its
fixed purpose do maiutainand enforce the laws

'entertain sympathy for their unoffending fami

lies and mends, as well as a teeiing m compii
aion for themselves. Accordingly no proper
effort has been spared, and none will be spared
lonrocure the release of such citizens of tho

United State, engaged in this unlawful enter-

prise, as are now in confinement in Spain; but
it ia to be hoped that such interposition with

f ihat country may not be
considered as affordinc any around of expecta- -

lion that tho Government of the United States
wil', hereafter feel itself under any obligation
of duty to cntercede for the liberation or par

' don of such persona aie as flagrant offender

against the law of nations and Ihe laws ol Hie

U. S. These laws must be executed. II we

desitc to maintain our rcspectibility among the
nations or the earth, it behoves us lo enlorce

steadily and sternly tho nciuraliiy act passed
bv Confess, and In follow, as far as may be

expeditions of tho Unitod States Government
iteolf has donounocd as not beiug entitled to
the protection of any govornmont, no intorfor--
enco shall lako placo with the lawful commerce
of aay nation.

In addition to tho correspondonoe on this
subject, horowith submittod. official information
has boon received at tho Department of Stato.
of assuranco by tho Fronch govornmont that.
In the orders given to tho French naval foroos.
they wero expressly instrctod, in any operations
they might engage in, to respect the Hag of tho
United States wherovor it migh appear, and
to commit no act of hostility upon any yossel or

..'--v uiiuvi lis piuiueuuu.Ministers and consula of foreign nations aro
the means and agents of conimuniaation be
tween us, and .thosa nations, and it is of tho
utmost importance that, whilo residing in the
country, they ehould feel a perfect security so
long as they faithfully discharge their respect-ive duties and are guilty of no violation of our
taws, l his 1 tho admitted Jaw of nations, and
no oountry has a deopor interest in maintain-
ing it than tho United Statos. Our commerce
eproads over overy soa and visits every climato
and our ministors and consuls aro appointed to
protect tho interests of that commerce, as woll
as to guard tho peaco of tho oountry aud main-
tain tho honor o' its flag. But how ean thoy
discharge theso duties unless thoy bo thorn-sclrc- s

proteetod: and, if protocted, it must bo
by the laws of tho country in which thev re- -
sido. And what is duo to our publio function-
aries residing in foreign nations is oxactly tho
measuro of what is duo to tho functionaries of
other governments residing horo. As in war.
the boarcrs sf flags of truco are sacred, or elso
wars would bo intolerable, so in uoaoo. embaa
sadors. publio ministers, and consuls, charged
with friendly national intercourse aro objoots
of spocial respect and protcstion, each accord-
ing to tho rights belonging to his rank and sta
tion. In view of these importances, it is with
deep mortifioation and regret I announce to you
mat, curing this excitement growing out of the
executions at Havana, the offioe of her Catho
lic majesty's consul at New Orleans was assail-e- d

by u mob, his property destroyed, tho Span-
ish flag found i:i the ollico carried off and torn
in pieces, and ho himself induced to fleo for his
personal 6nfty, which ho an noosed to bo in
danger. Oa receiving iutolligcnco of theso
events, I forthwith directed tho attorney of tho
United Statos residing at New Orleans to

into the facts and tho extent of tho po
ctimary loss sustained by lh consul, wiih tho
intention of laying them bvforo you, that you
might mako provision for such indemnity to
him as a just regard for tho honor of nation
and tho respect which is duo to afriondly now- -
or might, in your judgment, scorn to requiro
Tho correspondent upon this subject between
tho Secretary ot State and her Catholio majes-
ty's ministor plonipotontiary it horowith trans
muted.

The occtticnco at New Orloans has Jod mo
to givo my attention to the state of our laws in
reference to foreign embassadors, ministers, and
consul. 1 think tho legislation of tho country
is deficient in not providing sufficiently either
for tho protohtion or the Dunisement of consuls.
I therefore recommend tbo subject to the con-
sideration of Congress.

Your attention is airain invited to the ques
tion of recioroeal irado between the United
Oban oaiju'uci nuu tvt A'tattau uu.dtdivui
near our frontier. Overtures for a eonvention
upon this subject have been received from her
Urittanio Majesty's Ministor riompotentiary.
but it seems to bo in many respects preferablo
that tho matter should bo regulated by recipro-
cal legislation. Documents aro laid before you
showing tho terms whioh the British govern-
ment is willing to olfur, and tho measures which
it may adopt, if somo arrangement upon this
subject shall not be made.

From the accompanying copy of a note from
the British Legation at Washington, and tho
reply of tho Department of State thereto, it will

appear that herBritannio Majesty's government
is desirous that a part of the boundary line Be-

tween Oregon and tho British possessions
hould bo authoritatively marked out, and that

an intention was expressed to apply to Con-

gress for an appropriation to defray tho expen-
se thereof on the part of the United States.
Your attention to this subject la accordingly
invited, and a proper appropriation roccornmend-ed- .

A convontion for tho adjustment of claima of
citizens of the Unitod States against Portugal,
has boon concluded, and the ratifications have
been exchanged. Tho first installment of tho
amount to be paid by Portugal fell due on tho
20th of Septombcr last, and has been paid.

Tho President of the French Ilepnblic. ac

cording to the provisions of tho convontion. has
been selected as arbiter it the case of tho Gen-

eral Armstrong, and has aignifled that ho ts

tho trjst. and the high satisfaction he
feels in acting as the common friend of two na
tions, with which Franco is untied by senti
ments of sinoere and lasting amity.

Tho Turkish novernment has expressed its
thanks for tho kind reception given to tho Sul
tan s agent, Amin Moy, on tho occasion oi nis
recent visit lo tho United States. On the 28th
of February last a dispatch was addressed by
tho Secretary of Stato to Mr, Marsh, the Amer
ican Ministor at Constantinople, instructing
him to ask of tho Turkish government permis
sion for tho Hungarians, then imprisoned with-
in tho dominions of the Sublime Porte, to re-

move to this country. On tho 3d of March
last.both Housos of Congress passed a resolu
tion requesting iho President to authorize tho
employment of a publio vessel to convoy to this
country Louis Jiossutli and his assooiaios m

captivity.
Th instrtictionsabove refered to was com

plied with. nd the Turkish fiovornment hav-

ing released Governor Kossuth and his com-

panions from prison, on the 10th of September
last they embarked on board the U. S. steam- -

frigato Missippi, which was selected to carry
into effect the resolution of Congress. Gov.
Kossuth left the Mississippi at Gibralter, for the
purpose of making a visit to England, and, may
shortly be expected in New York. By com-

munications to the Department of State he has
expressod his grateful acknowledgments for the
internofition of this fovemment io behalf of
himself and his associates. This country nas
justly boen regarded as a safe asylum for those
whom political events have oxiled trom inetr
own homes in Europe; and it is recommended
tn Consress to consider io what manner Gov.
Kossuth aod his oompanion,brought hither by
it authority, shall be received and tuated.

It is earnestly lo be hoped that the differen
ces whiah for some time past beon pending ho

tween the government of ihe French Republic
and that of ihe Sandwich Islands, may be pea
cably and durably adjusted, so as lo secure ihe
ihe independence of those Island. Long be
fore tho events which have of late imparled ao

much importance to the possessions of the U

S. on the Pacific, we acknowledged the inde

pendence of the Hiawiian eovernment. This
Government wa first in taking that step, and
aoveral of the leading powers of Europo imme-

diately followed. We influenced in thismeas- -

hm by the etisting aod prospective importsnce
of the Islands afa placo of refuge arid refresh-

ment for vessels engaged in tho whale fishery,
and liv the consideration that thsy lie io the

r ..... - .course oi me greai iraue wnicn must, at do
great day, be carried oa between the western
coast of North America and Eastern Asia.

We were also influenced 'by a desire that
those islands should not pass uodarthe control
of any other great maritime state but ehould
remain in an independent cbnd'tion, and so be
accessible and useful tn tho commerce of all
nations. 1 need not say that the importsnce
or these eonsideratloos has been greatly enhan
cedby the sudden and vast development which
ihe imtrests ol tbe United States have attained
io California and Oregon; and the policy here-
tofore adoptod in regard to these Islands will
be steadily pursued.

It is gratifying not only to those who con-
sider the commercial interests of nations, but
also to all who have the progress of knowledge
and me dillusion of religion, to see the eomruu
nity emerge from civilization in those distant
seas.

It is much to be deplored that the internal
tranquility of ibe Mexican republic should a
gain be seiiously disiuibed; for, sioce the peace
botweon the republic and the United State, it
had enjoyed such comparative repose that ihe
most fovorable anticipations for the future might
with a degree of confidence have been indulged
I h;ie, however, have been thwaited by there
coot outbreak in the state of Tamaulipas, on
(he right bank of the Rio Grande. Having re
ceived information that persons from the Uni
ted States had takeo part in the insurrection.
aud appending lhat their examnlo might he fol
lowed by others, I caused orders to be issued
for the purpose of preventing anv hostile expe
dition against Moxieo trom being set on foot in
violation of tho laws of the United States. I
likewise issued a proclamation upon the sub
ject, a copy of which is herewith Isid before
you. 1 his appeared 'o bo rendered imperative
by the obligations of treaties sod the goneial
duties ol a good neighborhood.

In my last annual rnissaee I informed Con- -

gross ihat citizens of 'ho United States had un- -

dertik en the connection of the two oceans by
means or a railioad across tho Isthmus ! e- -

hauoteper, under a grant ef ihe Mexican gov
ernment to a citizen of that Repi.s!:'.; and
lhat his enterprise would probably be prosecu-
ted with energy whenever Mexico should con
sent to such stipulation wiih the veroment
of the United States as should impart a feeling
of security to those who should invest their
property in the enterprise.

A convention between ihe two Governments
for the accomplishment of that end has been
ratified by this Government, and only waits the
decision of iho Congress and the Executive of
that Republic. Some unexpeeted difficulties
and delays have arisen in tho ratification of lhat
convention by Mexico, but it is to be presum-
ed that her deciscon will be governed by just
and enlighted views, as well of the general im
portance of the object, as of her own interests
and obligations.

In negotiating upon this important subject;
this Governmont has had io view one, aod on-

ly one object. Thai object has been, aod is,
the construction and attainment of a passage
from ocean to ocean, the shortest aod best for
travelers and merchandise, end equally open to
all the wotld. It has sought to obtaio no terri
torial acquisition, nor any advantages peculiar
io itself; and it weuld see with the greatest re- -

WbJli'BfcoMfili'WflrrttW'ffl WWfcilflW'wa.l'fl
promises so much convenience to Ihe whole
commercial woild, and such eminent advanta

ges lo Mexico herself. Impressed with these
sentiments and iheso convictions, tho Govern
ment will continue to exert all proper efforts to
brinz aWout the necessary arrangement with
the republic of Mexioo for tbe speady comple-o- f

the woik.
For some months past, tbe republic of Nic

. . . . , . r . i - :

arague nas neon tne ineatro oi one oi muc civ
il convulsions, from which the cause of free in

stitutions, and the general prosperity aud social

progress of the State of Central America, have
so often and severely suffered. Uotil quiet
shall have boen restored, and a government ap
parently stable shall have been organized, uo
advance can prudently be made io disposiog of
the questions pending between the two coun
tries.

1 am happy to announce that an inter-ocea-

ic communication irom uie si. jo mi io wio
Pacific has been so far accomplished, as that
passengers have actually traversed it; and mer
chandise has been transported over it; aud when
the canal shall have been completed, according
lo the original plan, ihe means of comrauoica-tia- n

will be further improved.
It is undorstood that a considerable part ol

the radioad across the Isthmus of Panama Las

beon completed, and that tho mail aud passen
gers will io futnro be conveyed thereon.

Whichever ot ihe several routes oeiween mo
two oceans may ultimately prove most eligible
for travellers to and fiom the different States
on tho Atlantio and Gulf of Mexico and our
coast Pacific, there is little reason to doubt
lhat all of them will be usoful to the public,
and will liberally reward that individual enter
prise., by which alone they have been or are
expected to be carried into effect.
e fleet.

Peace eas been concluded between the eon- -

teneing parlies in tbe Island of St. Domingo,
and it is hoped upon a auraoie oasis, oucii
the extent of our commercial relations with
that island, ' hat the Uoited States cannot fail
to feel a atrong interest its tranquility.

Tho office of Commissioner to China re-

mains unfilled; soveral persons have been ap-

pointed, and ihe place has beeo offered to oth-

ers, all whom have declined its acceptance, oo
the ground of tho inadequacy of the compen
sation. The annual allowance oy- - law is six
thousand dollars, and ihero is no provisioo for

any outfit. I earnestly recommend the consid-

eration of this subject to Congress. Our com-

merce with Chioa is highly important, and is

becoming more and more so, in cocsequeoce
of the increasing intercourse between our ports
on the Pacific coast aud Eastern Asia. China
is understood to be a country iu which living
is very expensive; and I know of no reason why
ihe American Commissioner sent thither should
not be placed, in regaid to compensation, on

n eeual footing with" ministers who repre
sent this country with the Courts'of Europo.

By reforence to the Report of the Seoretary
of the Treasury, it will be seen that the aggre-recein- ts

for the last fiscal year amounted to $52,
379. H7) R7! which, with the balance in the
Treasury en the 1st July, 1850. Rave as the a

vailahle meaos for the year, the sum of $5d,
917.574 3G.

The total expenditures for tho same period
were 19,005,878 GU
The total imports for the year eoding

30ih June, 1851, were $215,755,935
Of which there were io specie, 4,007,901
Expoits for tho same poriod were 217,517 130
Of which there were ol
domestic products, $178,516,555

Foreign good re-

exported, 9,738,695
Snecie. 29.23l.8dG

. 3217,517,130
Sioce the first of December last, tho pay

meoi in cssh on account of the public debt,
exclusive of interest havo amounted lo $7;
501.466 5C; which, hewever, inclndes the aurn
of 83.242.400 Daid under the twelfth article of

the treaty with Mexico, and the further sum of

the violation of these acts with condign pun
ishment,

iiut what gives a peouliar criminality tn this
invasion of Cuba, is that under the lead of
Spanish subjects and tvhh the aid of citizens
of iho U. S, it had its oiigin, with many, in
motives of cupidity. Money was advanced by
muiviuuaia. proDaoiy in considerable amounts
lo purchase Cuban bonds, as they have beoo
called issued by Lopez, sold, doubtless, at a

very largo disoounf, and for tho payment of
which the public lands and public property of
Cuba, of whatever kind, and the fHinal resour
ce or ihe peoplo and government uf ihst is
land, from whatever source tn be derived, were
pledged, as well as tho good fiith of the goy
ernmeot expected to be established-- , All these
or payntnr, it is evident, wero only to bo ob
tained by a process of bloodshed, war: and rer
olution. None will deny that those who set on
loot military expeditions against foreign States
by means like those, are far more capable than
the igorant and the necessitous whom ihey

to go forth as the ostensible parties in the
procoediog. I hese originators of the invasion
of Cuba seem to have determined, with cool
nes an 1 system, upon an undertaking which
disgrace their country, violate its laws, and put
to hazard the live of illioformed and deluded
men. x ou wi'l consider whether further lea
islation be necessary to prevent the p'epetration
oi sunn eiiences in future.

INo individuals have a right to har.ard tho
peace of the coon try or violato its hiw upon
vague notions of altering or reforming govern-
m-- in otner Mates, tins principle is not
only reasonable in itself,but in accordance with
public law, but is engrfied into tho codes of
other nations as well os our own. Iiut while
such are ihe sentimonts of this Government,
it may bo added that every independent nation
must be presumed to be able to defend I'a pos
session agai.ist unarilionzod individuals band
ed together to attack thorn. The Government
of the United Statos. at all times since i's es-

tablishment, has abstained and has sought to
restrain the citizens of the country from enter-
ing into controversies wiih other powers, an J

to observe all the duties of neutrality. At an
early period fif the Government, in the admin
istration of Washington, several laws were inss
ed for this purpose. Ihe main provisions of
these laws were by ihe act of April
1013. by wliicti, amongst other thincs. it was
declared thol if any person shall, within the tot
rnory or jurisdiction of the United States, be
gin, or set on foot, or provile, or prepare the
means for any militiry expedition or ontorprie
to be carried cn from thence against the terri-
tory or dominion of any foreign prince or State
or ot ny colony, !ituct or people with whom
the United Siatos aro at peace, everv ncraon
so offending shall be deemed guilty of a hih
misdemeanor, and shall be fined, not exceeding
thieo thousand dollars, and imprisoned not
mure than thieeyeais; and lids law has been
executed and enforced, to the full extent of the
power nftlio Government, fiom that day to this

In proclaiming and adheanng to i lie doctriu
ol neutrality and tha Uuiied
Status hare not followed the lead of other civ
iliz id nations; they have taken the lea 1 them-elv-

and have been followed by others.- -
This was admitted by our. of the most eminent
modern British statesmen, who said ilia! Par- -

limenr. whilo minis'er nf tho crown, that if he
wished for a cnide in thn system of neutrality,
he should take that laid down by America in
the days of Wwahiugton and the secretaryship
of JVfl'ersor," and we see, in fact, that the act
of Congress of 1818 was followed, the succeed
ing joar, by an act of the Pailia.nent of Eng- -

lard, substantially the same in us general pro
vision?. Up to that tune tlieie had been no
similar law in England, excepting certain high-
ly penal statutes pissed in the reign ofGeorgo
il.t prohibiting English stiject from enlisting
in foieign service, the avowed object of which
statutes was (hat foreign armies, raised for the
purpose of restyling the house of Stuart lo
the thron, should n t be streangthed by re-

cruit from England herself
AM must soo that difficulties may arise in

caiiyiii'4 tin: laws reierred to Into execution in
Conntiv now hamg three or four thousand

miles of srn coat, with an infioito number of
puns and haibors, and small inlets, from some

1 which unlawful expeditions may suddenly
set forth, without the kuow'edo of government
against the possessions of foreign States.

Friendly relations with all, but entangling
alliances with none, has long been a maxim
with us. Our true mission is nottopropogato
our opinions, or imposo upon other countries
our form of government, by artifice, or force,
but to touch by example, and ahovv by our suc- -
coss, moderation, and justieo. the blessings of
self government, and tho advantage ot free
institutions: Let every pooplo chooao for itself
and inako and her its political institutions to
6uit its own convenience and condition. But
which we avow and maintain this neutral policy
ourselves, we aro anxious to seo tho samo for- -

bcaraneo on tho part of other nations, whoso
forms of government aro dilferent from our
own. i ho deep interest wnicn wo icoi in mo
spread of liberal principles, and tho establish-
ment of free governments, and tho sympathy
with whioh wo witnoss every atruggle against
oppression, loroiu that wo anouiu uo inaiucreiu
to a caso in which tho strong arm ol a foreign
power is invoked to stitlo public- sentiments, and
repress the spirit of freedom in any country.

Iho Governments of Great Britain and
Franco havo issued .orders to their naval rs

on iho West India station, to prevont
by force, if necessary, the landing of adventur-
ers from any nation on the island of Cuba, tviih
hostilo intont, 1 ho copy of a memorandum ot
a conversation on mis suoieci, oeiweeu me
Charge d'AlfuIrcs of her Britanio Majesty and
the acting Secretary of State and of a subse

quent note of tho former to tho Department of
Stato, aro herewith sinmittcd. together with
a conv of a note of tho Acting Secretary of
Stato, in the Minister of tho Fronch Republic,
and of tho ) ply of tho latter, o.i tho samo sub

ject. Theso papers will acquaint you with the
U rounds of this interposition of tho two loading
commercial povvors of Europo, and with the
apprehensions which this Government could
not fail to cntcrUlu, that such interposition, if
carriod into effect, might foad to abuses in da
roeation of tho maratimo rirht of tho United
States. Tho maratime rights of tho Unitod
Slates are founded on a firm, secure, and woll
defined basis; they stand upon tho ground of
national indopondanco and ntiblio law. and will
bo maintained In all their full and just extent

The orincinle which this Government has
heretoforo solemnly announced it still adheres
to, and will maintain under all circutnstancos
and ftt all hazards. That principal is, that in
every regularly documented merca.it, vesse,
tho crow who navigato it, and those on board
of it, will find their protection in the flag whioh
is over them No American ship ran bo allow
cd to bo visited or soarchod for tin purpose! of
ascertaining tho character of Individuals on
board, nor can thoro ho allowed any watch by
tho vessols of any foreign na'.ion oyer Amort
can vessels on tho coat of the Unitod Statos
or tii sens adincer.t thero'.o. It will bo seen
bv tho lato eomrnttnicati'-- from tho British
Charco i' Affaires to thf Department of Stato
that ho authorized to rssnro tho Seorotary of
Stale that ovcry caro will bo taken that, in ex

ocuting tho prevoulir3 measures against tho

nd approved by the President ol the Uoited
States."

The farm of release thus provided for Las
beeo prescibed by ihe Secretary of tbe Trf
ury, ahd approved. It has beeo published in
all the leading newspapers in ihe commercial
cities of the United Sta.es, and all persons
holding claims of the kind specified in tho
foregoing proviso were required to file thoir re-

lease (in the form thus prescribed) in the Treas-
ury of the United States, on or before the 1st
day of Oct., 1851. Although this publication
has been continued Irom the 25th day of Mar-
ch, 1851, yet up io the 1st of Oct . last com-

paratively for releases had been filed by the
creditors nf Texas.

The authorities of lae State of Texas, at the
request of the Secretsry ollhe Treasury, bave
furnished a schedule of the public debt of that
Stale, created prior to her admission into the
Unioo. with a copy of the laws under which
each class was contracted.

I have, from the documents furnished by the
Sta le of Texas, determined the classes of claim
which in my judgment fall within (he p.ovi-sio-

of the act of Congress ef the Dth' of
Sopf. 1850.

On being officially informed of the acceptance
by Texas of the propositions oontioued in the
act referred In, I caused the stock to be prepar
ed, and the five millions which sf e to be issu-

ed unconditionally, bearing an interest of five
per cent, from ihe 1st day of January 1851,
have been for some time ready lo be delivered
to ihe State of Texas. The authorities Texas
up to the present lime, have not authorized
anyone to receive this stock and it remains in
the Treasury Department, subject to the order
of Texas.

The releases, required by Idw bo deposited in the
Treasury, not haviiii; ben filed there, the remain ina
five millioni have not been issued, This lant amount
of the ctork will be wiihli-- from Texas until the con
ditions upon which it is to be delivered shall be com
plied with by the creditors or thst Stnte, nuless Con- -

gre shall oiherwino direct by a modification of tin law.
In my last annual message; to which I respectfully

refer, 1 stated briefly the reason which injured me to
recommed a modification of the preseut tariff, by con
verting the ad valorem into specific duty, wherever tha
article imported wns nf such a character as to prornit it
and that auch a discrimiuation should bo mads, in fa
vor industrial persuita of our own country! as to en
courage home production without excludtug foreign
tompitition.

The nnmerous fraud which coritinna to bo practised
upon the revenue, by false invoice and undervaluation,
constitute an unauswerable reason for adoptiag specific
instead of advaloren duties in all cases where the na-

ture of tee commodity does not lorbid it. A striking
of their frauds will be exhibited in the Re-

port of Secietary of the Treasury showing the custom
louse qnluation of the articles innorted under a for
mer law subject to specific duties, when there was no
iuduuemeut to undei valuation, and the auswin-hous- o

valvalions of the same articles, under the present system
un the ad valorem duties so greatly reduced as to leave
of doubt of the existence of the mot flagrant .buses
uuder the existing laws. This prabticnl evasion of the
present law, combined Willi the lannuiahinc condition
of some of tho great interests of the country, caused by
importations and consequent depressed prices, a id wall
tne laiiure in ouiuining a loreign manei lor an, increas-
ing surplus of breadstuff and provisions, ha induced me
agaiu lo reecotnmend inodifi- - stion of the existing taruft

The report of the Secretarv of the Interior, which ac

companies this commiinieatio i will present a condens-
ed statement of the operations of t depart-
ment of tho government.

It will be seen that the cash sales of the public laud-- i

exceed those of the preceding year, andtnatihere H
no reason to anticipate a still lurther increase, uotwuti
stand iu the large donations which have been made t

very gratifying evideuco of the growing wealth and

prosperity of our country.
nuitabie ineanurea navo oeen aaopieu iur cut u,.

ing the survey of the public lands in California and Or

egon. Surveying parties nave oecn orgs nizea, ana soinn
progress have been made in eatabliHhirg the principal
base and men cian lines, nut lurtner icgisinuon ua
additional appropriations will be necessary befo'O Cm

proper subdivisions can lie made, and the general land

system exemieu over moss remote pansui uur kimwi;.
On the 3d of March last tn act was passed providing

for tho appointment of three commissioners to settle
private land claims in California. Three persons were

ll ..r. . ......... ,lawlin.vl.
immediately appmuicu, an ut..,
accepting the otKce, in consequence of tho inadequacy
of the compensation. Othera were promptly selected.
who, for the same reason, alao aecnne.i; ana u was n i
until late in the season that the services of suitable per
sons could be secured. A majority of the commissioners
convened in this city, on the lUiu ot September last,
when detailed instructions wero given to them in regard
la their duties. Their first meeting lor tne transaction
of business will bo held in San rancisco on tne em aay
the prcsont month.

1 have thougnt proper to reier io tueso
not only to explain the causes ol trie deisy m
filline the commission, out to can your auen- -

tlon to the propriety of increasine the compen-
sation of the commissioners. The office is

one of great lahnr and responsibility, and tlm
comnensaiion nhoul l be anell as lo command
men of high order of talents and tha most un-

questionable integrity .

Th nrnner disnosal of the mineral lands in
California is a subject surfounded by great dif
ficulties. In my last annual mossago 1 recom-

mended the survey and sale of them in small

parcels, under auch restrictions as would ef-

fectually guard against monopoly and specula-lio- n.

Uut upon further information, and iu

dsference of the opinions of pefsons familiar
with the subject, I am inclined to change tnat
recommendatioo, and to advise that they te
permitted to remain, as at present, a oommen

field, open to the enterprise and industry of all
our citizens, until further experience shall have

developed the best policy to be ultimstely adop-
ted in reg&id to them. It is safer to suffer tho
inconveniences that now exist, for a short pe
riod, than, by prematura legislation, to (ansto
on the country a system founded on error,
which may place the whole subject beyoud tho
future control of Congress.

The arfricnltural lands should, nowover, oe

surveyed and brought inlo market with as littlo

delay as possible, that the titles may becomo

sottled, and iho inhabitants stimulated to maku

permanent improvements, and enter on me or

dinary pursuits of life. To effect these object,
it is desirab'e lhat the necessary prov.aiuu
nail h for the establishment of lai.d office

io California and Oregon, and for tho efficient

prosecution of the surveys at an oarly day.
Home rtimcuities navo bibuow

Ing ihe Territotial governments of New Mexi-

co end Utah; and when mnro aenrate informa-

tion shall be obtained of tho causes, a further
communication will be maden the subject.

In my last annual communication o vun-gtes- s,

I recommended ihe establishment of an

Agricultural Uureau, and I lake ihis occasion

again to invoke your favorable consideration of

tbe aubject.
Agriculture may justly be regarded as tho

great interest of our people. Four-fifth- s ot

our active population are employed in the cul-

tivation ol the soil, aad the rapid exyansion of

our settlements over no territory, is daily ad-

ding to tho number of those engaged iu that
vocation. Justice and sound policy, therefote,

like require lhat ihe government should use

all ihe means authorized by the Constitution,
to promote the interests and welfaro of tial im-

portant claas of citizens. And yet it is a sin-

gular fact ihst. whilst the manutactming and

commercial interests bave engaged the atten-

tion of Congress during a large portion ol eo
y session, and our Blames abeund in provi-aion- s

for iheir protection and encouragement,
lutle has yd beon done directed lor the idvan.:

meot of agriculture. It is time that ihis '
proacli io or legislation should bo remove l. ar. I

I socorely hop ihat the present l)ongro will

not close their Ubois without adopting efficiei.t

means to supply the omissions c( thase who

jnecccJcd them.

Moxieo, for which the issue of mook was au
thorissd, but which was paid in cash from the

The publi'o delt'on the 20th ultimo, extlu
sive of tbe slock authorized to be issued lo Tex
as, by tho act of Dili September, 1650 wa
562.500,395. 20.

The receipts for the next fiscal year are es
timsted at $51,800,000. which, with ihe proba
bis unappropriated balance in tbe Treasury on
ihe 30th of June nex will give, as the proba
ble availuble means for lhat year, the sum of

0 J, 3 3, 7 4 J Ul.
It has been deemed proper, in view of the

large expoodilurcs consequent upon the acqui
sition oi territory liotn Mexieo, that the esti-
mates should be laid before Congrers iu such
rhsncer a to distinguish the expenditures so
required from the otherwise ordinary demands

.u n
ujMMi niv treasury.The total expenditures for tho next fiscal
year are estimated at 42,892,299 19. of which
there is required for iho ordinary expenses of
ins uovernmeot, other than those consequent
upon the acquisition of our new Territories.
and deducting iho payments on account of the
public debt, ihe sum of 833,313,198 03; and
lor the purposes connected dirtctly or indirect
ly with those Territories, and in the fulfillment
of the obligations of tbo Go verntnent. contract
ed in consequence of their acquisition, the sum
of S9.549.10l 11.

If tbe views of the Secretary of the Treas
ury in reference to the expenditures lor these
territories shall be rnel by corresponding ac
tou on the part of Congtess, and approprta
ttohs made iu accordance iheiewith. there will
be an estimated Unappropriated balance in the
Treasury on the 30ih June, 1853, of $20,366,-44-

90, wherewith to meet that portion of the
publio debt due on the first July following, to
$0,237,931 35, as well as any appropriations
which may be made beyond tbe estimates.

In thus referring io the estimated expendi
tures on account of our newly. acquired Terri
tories, 1 may cxptess the hopo that Congress
will concur with mo io tbo desire that a liberal
course of policy may bo purauod towards them,
and that every obligation, express or implied,
entered into in consequence of iheit acquisi-
tion, shall be fulfilled by the most liberal appro
priations for that purpose.

1 he values of our domestic exports for the
tast fiscal year, as compared with those of ihe
previous year, exhibit an increase of $13,016,- -
322. At first view this condition of our trade
with foreigu nations would seem to present the
most flattering hopes of future prosperity. An
examination of the details of our exports, how-

ever, will show that tho increasod value of our
exports for the last fiscal year is to be found in
the high price of cotton which prevailed dur-

ing tbe first half of that year, which price has
since declined about one-hal- f.

The value of our exports of breadstuff and
provisions, which it was supposed the incentive
ol a low taritr aod large importations from
abroad would havo greatly augmented, has fall-

en from $68,701,021, in '48, to $20,051,373, in
50, aod to $21,948,053 in 'Ol, with a strong
probability, amounting almost to a certainty, of
a still further reduction io the curreot year.

1 he aggregate values or rice exported during
yar'afJoTfnfDniX"trecrease,aifiouoting to
8400.917, which, with a decline in the values of
the exports of tobacco for ibe same period.
make an aggregate decrease in these two arti
cles of $1,150,751. -

The policy which dictatod a low rato duties
on foreigu merchandise, it wis thought by those
who promiaed and established it, would tend
tn benefit the farming population of this coun

try, by increasing the demand and raising the
piice of agricultural products in foreign mar
kets

The foregoing facta, however, seem to show
intoontestibly that no such result has (olliwed
the adoption of this policy. On the contrary,
notwithstanding the repeal of for the product
of the Amerioan faimer has steadily declined,
since the short crops sod consequent famine in

Europe have been happily teplaced by lull crop
and rompaiative abundance of food.

It will bo seen by refenng to the commer
cial statistics for the past year, that the value of
our domestic exports ha been increased in the
single item nf raw cotten by 34,000,000 over
ihe value or thst expoit lor the year proceec-ini- r.

This is not due to any increased general
demand for that atticle, but to the short crop
of the proceeding year, which created an in
creased demand aod an augmented price lor
tbe orop of last year. Should the cotton ciop
now going forward to maiket be only equal in

Quantity to lhat of the year proceeding and bo

sold at the present ptices,then there would be
a falling off in the value of our exports lor the
present fisical year of at least $40,000,000 oom- -

paied with the airouut exported I or tne year
ending 30th June, 1851.

The production ef gold lo California lor the
past year aeems to promiso a largo supply oi
ihst inetalslrom that quarter for some time to
come. This large annual increase of ihe cur-

rency of iho world must bo attended with its
usual results. Thse have already neon partial-
ly disclosed in the enchancement of prices and
a raising spirit of speculation aod adventure,
lending to overtrading, as well at home as a

broad. Unless some salutary check shall be

given to theso tendencies, it is to be feared ihat
importation of foreign goods beyond a neattny
demand io this country will lead to a sudden
drain of the precious metal from us. and bring
with it, as it has cone in former tin.es, the
most diaastrous consequonces to the business,
aod capital of the American people.

The exports of specie to liquidate our ioib- -

ign debt during the past fisical year have been

$25,263,970 over the amount of spicie emport- -

ed. The expoits of specie during the nrsi

quarter of the present fiscal year have been $14- -

651.827. Should upecie continue to no expor
ted at this rate for tne remaining three quarters
of ihis year eoding 30lh of June, 1852. the

atnout of $58,607,308.
In tha Drescnt prosperous conditioo ol the

nal lAni lfinnnrnd.il will bocome the duty Ot

Congress to consider iho best modo of paying
off ihe publio debt, nine preaeot aod antic
mited surplus in tho Treasury should not be
absorbed by appropriations of an extraordinary
character, this, surplus should be employed In

such way and undor such restrictions as Con

gress may enact, in extioguisning tne outstand

ing debt ol ihe uation.
By reference to the act ol Unncress approv

ed 9th September, 1650, it will be seen that, in

consideration of certain concessions by the
State ofTexas, it is yrovi led lhat ibe Uoited
Stato shall pay lo the State of Texas iho sum
of ton eiilliona of dollars, iu a stock bearing
five per cent, interest, redeemable at ihe cud ol

fourteen yeirs, iho inteieat payable half yeaily
at the Treasury of thi United Mates.

In iho same section of Ihe law it is for inctr
nmvidpd that no more than five millions ol
aai l stock shall he issued until the creditors of
State balding bond md ether certificates, of
stock of Toxa, tor whicti outte on imports
were unetiallv pledged, shall first hid at the
Treasnrv the United States, release of all clam

against the United Statei for ot oa account of

sail bond or certificates, iu suui lorm eimi uo

procii'-e-d by tie Secretiry cf the Ireajary


